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USVI STCW II/3 Limited Endorsement as Master Less than 500 GT Near coastal Options 

The requirement for the Master to have the STCW II/3 Endorsement as Master Less Than 500 GT Near 

Coastal to conduct international voyages with passengers for hire goes back to 1995. Effective January 1, 

2017, the new requirements for obtaining this endorsement as agreed upon at the international 2010 

STCW Convention in Manila came into force in the US. The 2010 requirements are significantly greater 

than the previous set of requirements. 

 

Full II/3 Endorsement 

The full details of the requirements for the full II/3 endorsement can be found in the USCG Navigational 

and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC) 13-14. The basic requirements are: 

• 360 sea service days as Officer In Charge of a Navigational Watch (for most of us that would 

using our OUPV and Master credentials) 

• Complete STCW training courses: Basic Training, Medical First-Aid Provider, Advanced 

Firefighting and Proficiency in Survival Craft Limited. 

• Complete training for ECDIS, RADAR and ARPA if the vessel is equipped with any of these 

technologies 

• Provide evidence of having achieved the standard of competence as stated in Table A-II/3 of the 

STCW Code (i.e. submit evidence of successful completion of the Assessment tasks listed in 

Enclosure 2 of NVIC 13-14). 

The full endorsement does not have any limitation on voyage itinerary or number of passengers. 

However, the requirements for this endorsement far exceeds the capabilities and equipment on a vast 

majority of the vessels with passengers for hire on voyages between the USVI and BVI. In June 2018 the 

USCG issued a Policy Letter outlining the details of a Limited II/3 Endorsement. In October 2023 the 

USCG issued a new Policy Letter updating the 2018 limited endorsement and outlining details for a 

second Limited II/3 Endorsement option. Both limited endorsements are limited to voyages between the 

USVI and BVI, are limited to no more than 12 passengers and limited to 12 miles off shore. Thus Masters 

on vessels carrying more than 12 passengers or wishing to go more than 12 miles off shore between the 

USVI and BVI with passengers for hire would need to have the full II/3 endorsement. 

Limited II/3 Endorsement Option #1  

This option has the additional limitation of voyages shall not exceed four hours in duration and the 

following requirements: 

• 360 sea service days as Officer In Charge of a Navigational Watch (for most of us that would be 

achieved using sea service under authority of our OUPV and Master credentials) 

• Complete STCW training courses: Basic Training, Medical First-Aid Provider. 

• Complete training for ECDIS, RADAR and ARPA if the vessel is equipped with any of these 

technologies 

• Submit evidence of successful completion of an appropriately  reduced number Assessment 

tasks listed in Enclosure 2 of NVIC 13-14. 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/5ps/NVIC/2014/NVIC-13-14%20(Incl-CH-4)%2020211215.pdf?ver=-bg9V51WknIbmRnQ_CIxKQ%3d%3d&timestamp=1640014028713
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/5ps/NVIC/2014/NVIC-13-14%20(Incl-CH-4)%2020211215.pdf?ver=-bg9V51WknIbmRnQ_CIxKQ%3d%3d&timestamp=1640014028713
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/5ps/MMC/MMC%20Policy%20Letter%20Master%20Less%20Than%20500%20GT%20NC%20Virgin%20Isl%20SIGNED.pdf?ver=VRYOm4Jv--arkvEMvy-yeg%3d%3d
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Limited II/3 Endorsement Option #2 

This option has the additional limitation of voyages shall not exceed 12 days in duration and the 

following requirements: 

• 360 sea service days as Officer In Charge of a Navigational Watch (for most of us that would be 

achieved using sea service under authority of our OUPV and Master credentials). 

• Complete STCW training courses: Basic Training, Medical First-Aid Provider and Proficiency of 

Survival Craft (PSC) Limited. The PSC Limited course can be further tailored for vessels that do 

not have davit launched survival and rescue crafts.  

• Complete training for ECDIS, RADAR and ARPA if the vessel is equipped with any of these 

technologies 

• Submit evidence of successful completion of an appropriately  reduced number Assessment 

tasks listed in Enclosure 2 of NVIC 13-14 (a more limited reduction than in Option #1). 

Captain School Courses 

Captain School USVI has submitted and is waiting on approval from USCG for the “tailored” PSC Limited 

course described in Limited Option #2. Captain School USVI does offer the Basic Training, Medical First-

Aid Provider and Advanced Firefighting classes along with a course for getting signed off on the 

Assessments. The other courses would need to be taken back in the states. 


